MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT SHELLEY         19

for Godwin, went for sea-bathing to Margate,
moving afterwards to Ramsgate. This had been
urged by Mr. Cline, the family doctor, for the
good of little Mary, who, during some years of
her otherwise healthy girlhood, suffered from
a weakness in one arm. They boarded at the
hquse of a Miss Petman, who kept a ladies' school,
but had their sleeping apartments at an inn or
other lodging. Mary, however, was sent to stay
altogether at Miss Petman's, in order to be quiet,
and in particular to be out of the way of little
William, " he made so boisterous a noise when
going to bed at night."

The sea-breezes soon worked the desired effect.
" Mary's arm is better," writes Mrsi Godwin on
the loth of June. " She begins to move and use
it." So marked and rapid was the improvement
that Mrs. Godwin thought it would be as well to
leave her behind for a longer stay when the rest
returned to town, and wrote to consult Godwin
about it. His answer is characteristic.

When I do not answer any of the lesser points in yqur
letters, it is because I fully agree with you, and therefore do
not think it necessary to draw out an answer point by point,
but am content to assent by silence. . . , This was the case
as to Mary's being left in the care of Miss Petman. It was
recommended by Mr. Cline from the first that she should
stay six months; to this recommendation we both assented.
It shall be so, if it can, and undoubtedly I conceived you,
on the spot, most competent to select the residence.